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XIV. Qf the Gillaroo Trout. A Letter
Jrom the. Hon, Daines Barrington, zo #he
Rev, Dr. Horlley.

DEAR SIRy
‘Redde, Dec.33,"C 7 O U will find upon the table a
1773 " Gillaroo trout, as it is termed

in Iieland, the peculiarity of which is, that the
flomach very much refembles the gizzard of a
bird.

- The fisft time I ever happened to hear of thefe
ﬁ‘ngular fith, was from an Irith Judge, who being
on the Connaught circuit at Ballynrobe, in the
county of Mayo, exprefled his incredulity with
regard to their exiftence, but was obliged to pay
the common Irith wager, of a rump of beef and a
dozen of claret, on three or four being produced
the next day from a neighbouring lake.

Since that time I have endeavoured to procure
a fpecimen, with the entrails adhering, and have
at laft fucceeded, the ftomach upon the table
having been extra&ted by Mr. HUNTER, F.R.#$
in the prefence of feveral.

I do not find that any ichthyologift takes notice
of fuch a part belonging to fith, except covan ¥,
who fays, that the ventricle, of fome forts, refem-
bles the gizzard of fowls, by being partly flethy
and partly membranous: GovAN, however, does

% Philofophia Ichthyologica, p. 80,
not
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not fpecify the fpecies of fith, which hath fuch a
ftomach.

No mention is made by any naturalift of this
wariety in the trout; nor is it noticed in the col-
lection of tralts for illuftrating the natural hiftory
of Ireland, which was publithed in 727, though
their lakes and rivers are particularly deferibed.

If the fpecimen, now fhewn to the Society, was
a fingle one, it might be confidered as an accident ;
but there can be no doubt, of trouts being con-
ftantly caught, with this extraordinary ftomach, in
fome of the Irith lakes, though the greater part
indeed do not differ from the common forts: I
have therefore been informed by Lord Louth,
that he hath feen a fmall difh, confifting merely
of fuch gizzards at an Irifh table in Galway, and
I could corroborate this fact, was it neceflary,
by the teftimony of an Irith Archbithop.

There are no exterior marks by which the fpe-
cimen on the table can be diftinguithed from the
common trout ; but I have thewn the ftomach to
Everet of Clare-Market, a very intelligent fith~
monger, who declares, that though he hath cut up.
thoufands of trouts and falmons, he never ob-
ferved any thing fimilar in the infide.

Mr. HUNTER opened a charr, which is fcarcely
diftinguifhable from a trout in it’s outward ap-
pearance, and found the poke, asour fithmongers
call it, very different; you will find however the
ftomach of a common trout upon the table, which
may be compared with that of the Gillaroo, though
it is admitted to be a bad fpecimen.

I have been informed that the term Gillaroo
fignifics a gizzaerd in the Irith language; but as I

6 cannot



[ 118 ]
cannot find any fuch word in Lhuyd’s Irith Dic-
tionary, poflibly it may be only a corruption of
Killaloc *, uear which town fuch trouts are caught.

The poke of the Gillaroo feems to perform the
office of a gizzard, becaufe feveral {mall {nails were
found within the prefent {pecimen, and I conclude,
that this fpecies of food abounds in the lake, which
this variety of trout frequents.

By the beft information I can procure, they are
more common in LOUGH CORRYB, and the lakes of
GALWAY, than.the other waters of Ireland: they
are alfp caught in LouGcH DERN, through which
the suaNNoN runs: I inclofe however fome memo-
randa relative to the Gillaroo trouts, which
Mr. wALSH, F.R.s. was fo good as te make for
me, whilt he was, laft fummer, in Ireland, {fome
of which he received from an inn-keeper at x1L-
LALOE, and the others from fithermen of LovgH
DERN,

If the particulars, I have ftated, happen to prove
interefting to the Society, I hope they will do me
the honour of giving the fpecimen a place in their
Mufeum, I am,

DEAR SIR,

Your moft faithful humble Servant,

DAINES BARRINGTON.

* Though I do not pretend to underftand either the Welfh
or Irifh languages, yet I know that there is a great affinity be-
twixt them, in the names for commen things.

Now ¢ylia fignifies the flomach in Welfh (fee Davis’s Diétio-
nary Artic. Ventriculus) and ruadb is rendered_firong by Lhuyd,
in his Irith Vocabulary : Gillaroo therefore is the ffomach firong,
as the adjetive follows the fubflantive, according to the Welfh
idiom, and probably therefore according to the Irifh.

* POST-
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POSTSCRIPT.

- SINCE I wrote the above, I have this morn-
ing procured the pokes of two falmon, one of
which weighed 34 1b, and the other 24 pounds.
You will obferve in thefe fomething fimilar; but
though both thefe fith exceed the Gillaroo trout
fo much in fize, yet the gizzard part is fmaller,
and is at the fame time lefs mufcular. The Gil-
laroo trout did not probably weigh more than four
or five pounds.

MEMORANDA OF MR. WALSH, F. R. S
Killaloe. O&ober 1, 1773.
Innkeeper’s Account.

The Gillaroo or Gizzard trout.

The gizzard of the fize of a large chicken : it
is white, and excellent eating; vaftly broader than
a trout of the fame length ; fome of them three
feet long ; fome from twelve to eighteen; the
trout itfelf is bad eating.

"They catch many trout, and but few Gillaroos.
They have the fineft trout in the world.

Lough
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Lough Derg. Oftober 2, 1%73.

Fithermen’s Account.

From May to Auguft, trout of all kind is the
moft plenty.

The largeft Gillaroo is 12 § pound ; the fmalleft,
2 pound. There is a red Gillaroo and a white;
the laft is the fmalleft, and the better eating. It
is white, with black fpots on it; the red Gillaroo
is red, with black fpots on it.

The large Gillaroo have gizzards bigger than
a turkey gizzard ; they have gravel and little (hells
in them. Never faw a roe, which is here called
a pea, in the Gillaroo, nor a milt. They feldom
take a Gillaroo at the fpawning feafon. They
are .quite different from the other trout; their
dpots are larger, and fewer.

A very large fpecies of trout, of 20 and 30
pounds weight, called Budhurs, thatis, g, re-
femble the red Gillaroo outwardly, but have no

izzards, nor are they broad. Are feldom killed
till the latter end of the feafon; that is, from this
time to Chriftmas.

XV. Account



